
Background to the “Closing the gap” project 

 

•https://www.naldic.org.uk/research-and-information/

research+summaries/closingthegap.html 

•https://books.google.co.uk/books?
id=_GJRDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=closing+the+gap+o
n+EAL+children&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjs_Ia3ytziAhXSWxUI
HZpHDsUQ6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=closing%20the%20gap%
20on%20EAL%20children&f=false   

•https://books.google.co.uk/books?
id=91s7nxMcsEkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=closing+the+gap+on
+EAL+children&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjs_Ia3ytziAhXSWxUI
HZpHDsUQ6AEIRjAF#v=onepage&q&f=false  

 

 

Closing the gap project on EAL children in Year 3 

        

 

 
The Government's definition of an EAL learner includes 
anyone who has been exposed to a language other than 
English during early childhood ‘and continues to be ex-
posed to this language in the home or in the community’. 
Countries, Cultures, Languages and Education Sys-
tems 
Learners arriving into English schools from overseas come 
from many different countries. Children from the same 
country may have diverse ethnic, religious, political or so-
cial class backgrounds. 
Specific Groups of EAL Learners 
The term EAL is used to describe a diverse group of pupils 
for whom English is an Additional Language. What they 
have in common is that they use one or more language 
other than English at home or in their community. 
Language Levels of EAL Learners 
Since 2016, all schools in England have been required to 
report on Proficiency in English for all their EAL learners 
aged 4 and above. The DfE has adopted the five-point 
scale of reading, writing and spoken language. Aligned to 
this scale, The Bell Foundation has produced the EAL As-
sessment Framework for Schools to support teachers in 
assessing and reporting language levels of learners with 

Relevant research and reading 

•Each child is taken for an intervention with 
EAL specialist, giving the children the op-
portunity to work on a one to one basis to 
increase their English language and under-
standing of words. 
•5 minute box’ is used for Early Morning 
Work with PPL. This gives children the op-
portunity to practise letters and sounds. 
•Additional RWI interventions are organ-
ised for 3 afternoons a week, allowing chil-
dren to practise blending and focus on the 
key sounds. 
•Emphasised use of talk partners to expose 
children to the English language used by 
their peers. 
•Additional resources are provided in les-
sons e.g. word mats with both English and 
additional language present so children can 
translate if appropriate. A laptop/iPad is 
available for children to use to hear words 
relating to the topic that they are learning 
about. This gives the children the oppor-
tunity to hear words and choose whether 
they are appropriate to use in their work. 
•In depth writing frames are provided for 
to support and scaffold children’s learning. 
 

Key project activities 
Impact of the “Closing the gap” project 

•Target Tracker levels  show clear progression 
in all aspects of the curriculum. 
•A significant improvement has been made 
with regards to the children’s understanding of 
the English language. 
•Participation within lessons has increased as 
children are able to understand the questions 
that are being asked and feel more confident in 
raising their hand to contribute their ideas. 
•With regards to writing, progression has been 
made with regards to the vocabulary that the 
children are using in their work. Occasionally it 
is evident that there is a language barrier but 
children are beginning to structure their sen-
tences correctly and use more adventurous vo-
cabulary. 
•External EAL specialist has commented on the 
significant improvement in confidence shown 
by the children and their ability to be able to 
hold conversations in English where they are 
becoming more fluent. 
•With regards to Target Tracker, the EAL chil-
dren are still below  national expectations but 
the gap has been closed  especially over the 
last term. 
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