
Closing the gap project of less able Year 1 children in literacy 

Background to the ‘Closing the Gap’ project 

       Data analysis of the current year 1 pupils in my class indicates that 6 pupils are currently working below age related expectations. After working closely with this group of pupils I have iden-

tified that they are finding it difficult to retain a sentence in their head and this is impacting in their written ability. The Education Endowment Foundation states ‘Speaking and listening skills 

are at the heart of language, not only as foundations for reading and writing, but also as essential skills for thinking and  communication. A focus on developing oral language skills is im-

portant for pupils in this age group.’ Following on from this I have decided to focus on the pupils saying their sentences aloud in order to help them retain a sentence and therefore improv-

ing their writing and developing independence. 

Key project activities 

Identified pupils who were working at 

below age related expectations. 

Worked closely with this group of pu-

pils difficult to retain a sentence in their 

head. This therefore impacted on their 

written ability as they could not re-

member what they were writing and 

therefore their sentences did not make 

sense and they were forgetting to use 

their phonic knowledge to help sound 

out words. 

Introduced the use of ‘talking tins’ to 

be used during writing activities to help 

pupils remember what they are writing. 

This has additional benefits as they are 

remembering to carefully sound words 

out which is improving their spelling 

and it is also promoting independent 

learning. 

Kept records of pupils writing before 

and after using the talking tins and have 

shared with the Headteacher to show 

the impact this has had for the pupils.  

Impact of the ‘Closing the Gap’ project 

After introducing the ‘talking tins’ to the 6 

pupils, I have noticed a significant improve-

ment in their written ability.  

By using the ‘talking tins’ to support them in 

retaining a sentence, they are able to listen 

carefully to the sounds that they are saying 

and therefore using these sounds to spell 

words. 

The Headteacher has agreed to allow me to 

continue to use this method to support the 

children with their writing. 

To challenge the pupils who are confident 

using the talking tins, I gradually progressed 

them to read their sentence to either a part-

ner or an adult before writing it down. 

Benefits 

Supports the development of spoken 

fluency and listening skills 

Supports the development of writing 

and builds confidence with words 

Enhances the learning environment 

Classroom activities to suit all ages 

and levels of ability 

Messages are re-recordable - reuse 

time and time again! 

Relevant reading and research 

Crossbow education- 

http://www.crossboweducation.com/

talking-tins 

 

Closing the gap with the new primary 

national curriculum-  

September 2014  

Josephine Wilson, Carmel Education 

Trust- 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/

government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/349288/closing-

the-gap-with-the-new-primary-national-

curriculum.pdf  

 

Education endowment-https://

educationendowmentfounda-

tion.org.uk/school-themes/literacy/ 

Pupil survey 

Before using the talking tins con-

sistently, I asked the group of 

children what they found difficult 

in their writing. Some of the 

responses were- 

I find it hard to spell words. 

I forget my finger spaces. 

I forget what I have to write. 

I forget my full stops. 

 

After using the talking tins for a 

period of time I then asked the 

same children how the talking 

tins have helped them in their 

writing. They responded with- 

It helps me use my sounds. 

I can listen to what I need to 

write lots of times. 

I know when I need to put a full 

stop because the talking tin stops 

talking. 


