
 
 

 

Closing the gap with less able pupils in their times table recall 

Background to the ‘Closing the Gap’ project 

 Times table check is designed to help ensure 

children in primary school know their times 

tables up to 12 by heart. 

 It followed the idea of the phonics screening 

for foundation stage. 

 “This will ensure that all pupils leave primary 

school knowing their times tables by heart 

and able to start secondary school with a 

secure grasp of fundamental arithmetic as a 

foundation for mathematics” 

 Something that has also interested me is the 

amount that the SATS and especially GSCE’s 

rely on their knowledge of times tables as 

seen in the image to the left.  The dots in red 

are number and calculation – closely linked 

to times table knowledge. 

 I quickly identified that the children’s lack of 

fluency and automaticity in their tables was 

effecting their progress in maths.  

   

Relevant research and reading 

 https://the-iee.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/TimesTableFluencyProtocol.pdf 

 https://www.cambridgemaths.org/Images/espresso_1_learning_an

d_assessing_times_tables.pdf 

 https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/50240 

 https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED574386.pdf 

  

Key Project Activities 

 As a school, there is a big focus on 

times tables. There is a reward 

system in place for those who can 

recall their times tables with 

fluency and accuracy. 

 Additionally, at the beginning of 

each maths lesson, 5 minutes of 

the lesson is dedicated to teaching 

the children times tables and the 

patterns between them. 

 These sessions in class are a 

combination of rote recall and the 

discussions of the patterns and 

visualising the times tables. 

 I have also implemented Times 

Table Rockstars to my lessons to 

test the children on a 3 times 

weekly basis. 

 Using Times Table Rockstars has 

enabled me to analyse the recall of 

their times tables and the impact 

that it is having on the children and 

their mathematical skills and 

fluency.  

Impact on the ‘Closing the Gap’ 

project 

 Closing the gap: Looking specifically at the lower 

ability pupils, there is a drastic difference between 

the recall of times tables. 

 Looking at the data you can clearly see the gaps in 

children’s learning as well as identifying key 

children.  

 The 4 children focused on were the lowest in the 

set. They all had the lowest baseline assessment.  

 Overall, child 3 has stayed consistent with their 

recall of different times tables. 

 Whereas, there is a huge contrast with child 2. 

 There does not (at the moment) seem to be a 

decisive impact on the children. This is because 

there has been a positive impact on some of the 

other children in the class, but not always in the 

lower end of the class. Further research will need 

to be completed to be able to make a decisive 

conclusion on the impact on the lower ability 

pupils. 

 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1 2 3 4 5

Series1 Series2

Series3 Series4

https://the-iee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TimesTableFluencyProtocol.pdf
https://the-iee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TimesTableFluencyProtocol.pdf
https://www.cambridgemaths.org/Images/espresso_1_learning_and_assessing_times_tables.pdf
https://www.cambridgemaths.org/Images/espresso_1_learning_and_assessing_times_tables.pdf
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/50240
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED574386.pdf

